 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1<b>Tournament Finals:</b> <I>Match 63</I> – (1)Link vs. (1)Cloud

<b>Moltar’s Analysis</b>

<b>Link</b> - <I>MORTAL KOMBAT!!!!!!!</I>

Round 1 – vs. CATS (Link: 87.83% - CATS: 12.17%)

Round 2 – vs. Ganondorf (Link: 87.90% - Ganondorf: 12.10%)

Round 3 – vs. Yoshi (Link: 81.74% - Yoshi: 18.26%)

Round 4 – vs. Crono (Link: 62.82% - Crono: 37.18%)

Round 5 – vs. Mega Man (Link: 67.87% - Mega Man: 32.13%)

WOW! Link doubles Mega, and then some. Very impressive showing from the Hylian. 

<b>Cloud</b> - <I>TO THE DEATH!!!!!!!!</I>

Round 1 – vs. Duke (Cloud: 80.19% - Duke: 19.81%)

Round 2 – vs. Vyse (Cloud: 81.41% - Vyse: 18.59%)

Round 3 – vs. Squall (Cloud: 76.21% - Squall: 23.79%)

Round 4 – vs. Sephiroth (Cloud: 56% - Sephiroth: 44%)

Round 5 – vs. Samus (Cloud: 58.50% - Samus: 41.50%) - Estimate

Even though the match isn’t over, it’s seems like a nice guess. Great performance by Samus.

The final match of the Contest…wow. Time seems to have just flown by. It seems as if we’re back in July….er August, when Link faced CATS. Let’s look back at Link and Cloud’s path to the finals…

Link: Oh boy! Time to go bomb some dodongos!

*Insert heavy metal fighting music here, playing in the background*

~Link vs. CATS~

CATS: All your votes are belong to me Link! You have no chance to survive, make your time!

Link: How do I make time?

CATS: <I>HA HA HA !!</I> Wait…that doesn’t make any sense unless you’re…

Time Maker: HOWDY YA’LL!

Link: o_O;….Hey wait…CATS used proper grammar!

CATS: >_>;; No I didn’t! Er…NOOOOOOOOO! *explodes*

Link: I set you up the bomb!

~Link vs. Ganondorf~

Ganondorf: Mwhaha! Foolish Link, why do you even try, this match will end up just like how the games do.

Link: You mean with me defeating you in some way?

Ganondorf: Of course not! You obviously have been playing the wrong games.

Link: ;_; I’m sorry. Train me Ganondorf! Teach me to be like you! Make me your student!

Ganondorf: Excellent…my follower. First, I need you to get Zelda…we have some un-finished business to take care of…*unzips pants*

~Link vs. Yoshi~

Yoshi: YOSHI!

Link: I’m going to ride you like Epona! *hops on Yoshi*

Yoshi: O_O…Yoshi?

*Mario comes out of nowhere and punches Link in the face*

Mario: Dammit Link. This is my ride, and at least wear some damn underwear under that tunic or something. *gets on Yoshi*

LUE: OMG LUEshi! *saLUEtes*

~Link vs Crono~

Crono: …

Link: …

Crono: …?

Link: …!

Crono: …

Link: SAI-YA!

Crono: *dies*

Link: Now that’s what I call a Master Debater!

~Link vs. Mega Man~

Link: Mega Man! More like Mega GIRL!

Mega: You making fun of my daughter, boy?

Link: Uh…Mega Woman?

Mega: Now my wife?

Link: Mega Boy?

Mega: My son…

Link: How do robots have children.

Mega: Come, I’ll explain first we…*whispers*…

Link: O_O OMG *barf*

Cloud: *insert whiny/angst comment here*

*insert other heavy metal music playing in the background*

~Cloud vs. Duke~

Duke: Kingdom Hearts is a WUSSY GAME!

Cloud: No! It was Mature and for teenagers!

Duke: You wanna see something mature and for teenagers?

Cloud: Uh….I’ll pass.

Duke: HAHAHA! Milk makes your bones strong, boy!

Cloud: >_<;;; My ears…I’m not ready for the “M” Rated world…

~Cloud vs. Vyse~

Cloud: Ninjas > Pirates

Vyse: *kills Cloud*

Cloud: x_x

Vyse: YARRRR!

~Cloud vs. Squall~

Cloud: >_>

Squall: <_<

Cloud: So…um….are you ready?

Squall: I can’t believe we have to do this…in front of all these people too…

Cloud: Oh well, we can at least try to enjoy this…

Squall: Oh, I know I’ll be enjoying this…*wink*

Cloud: Then let’s do this! Let’s have a DANCE-OFF! *music starts*

Squall: ***** can’t dance for ****!

Cloud: Bring it the **** on!

~Cloud vs. Sephiroth~

Cloud: Instead of fighting, let’s have a pie-eating Contest!

Sephiroth: You’re only saying that because you got your sword confiscated at the airport…

Cloud: No, I got it on the plane…but I kinda…dropped it.

Sephiroth: Oh? It fell through the plane?

Cloud: Yea…it crushed Poland…

Sephiroth: NOT POLAND! *mourns* Anywhere….but Poland…;_;

~Cloud vs. Samus~

Samus: I can kick your ass so hard.

Cloud: It wouldn’t be the first time a girl beats me up.

Samus: Oh?

Cloud: Yeah, a lot of girls beat me up because they don’t like me.

Samus: That’s so sad…Well, you can be my best friend!

Cloud: Oh thanks Samus!

Samus: FOR ME TO POOP ON!

Cloud: OMG! That joke is so old and dead.

Samus: Like you! You’re a…joke and you’re…stupid and old…and…dead…and…*runs*

Ahh…the memories. Anyway, to get back on track. We have here, the winner of the 2002 Contest and the winner of the 2003. Right here, THE two strongest competitors will go head to head in a match that has never been done before…oh wait.

http://www.gamefaqs.com/poll/index.html?poll=1365
Link vs. Cloud back in 2003. Cloud was fresh off that KH boost while Link still had his 2002 strength. Cloud had just come off of his match with Sonic was looking God-awfully strong. Link held the lead for a little bit, but Cloud came right back in the first hour and took the lead, not looking back…Man, just look at the votes that match brought in, almost 150,000 votes, with each character getting over 70,000 votes. 1 year later, these two go at it again in what is shaping up to be another great match. Both have been doing very well so far this year too.

Link got 87.83% on his first opponent, CATS. Doing about 1.5% better than he would have last year and even out-performing Cloud’s numbers on him by almost a percent. But CATS is a bad character to base strength off of. Link vs. Ganondorf? Link performed like a beast! Ganon would have gotten 35% based of last year’s stats, and even if you factor in a Link increase, that’s still around 20% of SFF that Ganon suffered. Link/Yoshi? Another SFF match. Yoshi didn’t get it as bad as Ganondorf did, but the dinosaur still suffered about 9%, not factoring in a Link increase.  Link/Crono is probably the best match we can look into. Crono is a very solid opponent, as is his strength. Crono did about 2% better on Conker and about 3% better on Mario than he did last year. (I’m not putting his match with Magus in for obvious reasons). Link performed within 1% of how he would have last year on Crono. So this means that Link and Crono had a proportional increase, right?

http://www.gamefaqs.com/poll/index.html?poll=1778
WRONG! Now everything made sense, everything had an explanation up to this match. Link had had a slight increase as we can see from his matches with CATS and Crono, but when you add in THIS match…you might as well throw logic out the window. Mega swept through his division. Blowing away Earthworm Jim. He overperformed by 10% on Tidus! This made Mega Man fans hopeful of an upset later on against Link! Looks like we should have looked more closely into his match with Zero. Reverse SFF? Nah…Zero couldn’t be all that strong. And then Snake was the final nail in the coffin. Mega didn’t have a chance to beat Link now, but he could at least break 40%, right? Nope, Link put up one of the most surprising performances I have ever seen! I haven’t seen any high-profile match result so…crazy since Cloud/Sonic in ’03. There is no definite explanation for it either. SFF? Now come on people…a Mega decrease/underperformance? That makes the rest of his division look like crap. A Link increase/overperformance of over 6%, even though Mega showed signs of an increase from his matches? Who knows? Well, thanks to that performance, expect the stats for Mega’s divison to be like this…

Mega Man......…………....32.00% - (-5.35%) - Between Aeris and Squall

Zero......………………......28.15% - (-4.06%) - Between Zelda and Auron

Solid Snake...………........27.40% - (-7.34%) - Between Auron and Dante

Frog.............…………......26.64% - Right around Alucard

Master Chief......…….......26.64% - (+0.49) - Right around Alucard

Liquid Snake….……........26.61% - Right around Alucard

Tidus.......…………….......22.54% - (-10.60%) - Between Sam and KOS-MOS

Shadow........…………......22.18% - (-11.61%) - Between Sam and KOS-MOS

Knuckles......………….....22.17% - (-3.45%) - Between KOS-MOS and Lara

Tommy...…………..........21.49% - (-3.27%) - Between Ramza and Sora

Kefka.......…..………......18.86% - (+3.36) - Between Bomberman and Vyse

Max Payne....………........16.35% - (-0.33%) - Between Max Payne and Kefka

Protoman........………......15.92% - Between Max Payne and Kefka

Crash Bandicoot...............15.60% - (-1.29%) - Right above Kefka

Earthworm Jim................10.89% - Between Raiden and Pikachu

Tanner.....………….........3.12% - Heh...

That’s right. Everybody except MC and Kefka take a plunge. The hardest hit are Tidus and Shadow though…they’ll fall from the upper-tier down to the lower-middle one. Snake, Mega and Zero are also hit hard.

Now Cloud’s path there was a lot less fun, but made a lot more sense. His match with Duke had him underperforming by about 2%, but Duke had the best pic in the world that day. Cloud/Vyse had told us that Cloud has not fallen a bit since last year. Cloud performed within .20% of what he would have last year. So the only way he was going down this year is if someone received a large increase. Cloud then went into his first SFF match this year when he took on Squall. Now Squall had already been looking less-than-impressive thanks to underperforming 3% on both Bomberman and Kirby (but then again, Alcuard over-performed by 3% too, so this might have something to do with Seph/Alucard). Squall suffered about 7% of SFF here, but maybe all of it wasn’t SFF…

http://www.gamefaqs.com/poll/index.html?poll=1776
Now compare that with this…

http://www.gamefaqs.com/poll/index.html?poll=1367
As you can see, Cloud did about 4% better on Seph this year, than he did last year...but WAIT! Vivi[DK] would be expected to get 27.69% on 2003 Cloud. That means he would get 28.78% on Seph. Seph underpefroms by 2%. Auron would be expected to get 28.90% on 2003 Seph. Seph underperforms by 4%.

I think some of the numbers might be off, but you catch the point. If Seph has decreased since last year, and all signs are pointing to that, then Cloud’s performance against him was either nothing special, or a slight increase from last year. Now onto Cloud/Samus, which is in progress today. Cloud can not get 60% on Samus. Now we know Cloud hasn’t decreased any since last year, but Samus has increased tons. She’s at least 5% stronger than last year, and more if Cloud has increased any. She’s now the 4th strongest character in the Contest. Congrats to Samus, but that’s still bad news for Cloud. He needed big numbers in this match, and couldn’t get them.

Well, after all that. I can only come up with one conclusion. Link is the Summer Contest 2004 Champion. This match was looking up in the air for quite a while, but you can’t ignore the Link vs. Mega Man results. That surpasses even Cloud/Sonic in surprising performances. Link has also shown that he is stronger than he was last year, while Cloud remains about the same strength…this is kind of sound like 2003 all over again. The only thing different is that this time, Cloud is getting a taste of his own medicine.

<b>Moltar’s Bracket says:</b> Cloud will win

<b>Moltar’s Prediction is:</b> Link 51% - Cloud 49%

<b>Ulti's Analysis</b>

In this contest, Link has looked more and more like the favorite in this match. His prediction percentages are higher than Cloud's, his vote totals (as well as the total votes in his polls) are higher than Cloud, and he has shown no signs of weakness whatsoever. Cloud has surrendered the early lead in every match he has been in thusfar this contest, and doing so against Link could cause quite a problem. If Cloud falls too far behind too early, he may not be able to do what he did last year.

That said, this year is looking exactly like it did last year. Cloud is being sorely underestimated, and most people outside of Board 8 are likely expecting Link to own the contest like he did in 2002. This could make for an exciting match, but for some odd reason, I have a feeling that this will be a Mario/Crono redux: very boring, with no controversy despite our best hopes of seeing some.

 
 <b>Ulti's Bracket/Prediction</b> - Cloud/Cloud with 53.24%

<b>Cena’s Analysis</b>

Both parties were expected to win their own divisions, so there's nothing unexpected here. Link, who's won the contest before, lost in this round last year against Cloud Strife, in what was probably considered an uspet at the time. That was on account of a cel-shaded game as well as "anti-voting" the winner, just to see a new champion crowned. This year, the rules are different (much like Sasquatch). Link's pictures are in their newer 3D model form from the latest installment of The Legend of Zelda and since he didn't win last year, a lot of the people who voted against him repeating will probably stop doing that this year. His opponent is Mega Man. There's not too much you can say about him to compare to Link. Mega Man's been in countless games, in many different forms, fighting many different Robot Masters along the way. I personally like Rock much better than Link. He's got a vibe that just makes you think awesome whenever you see him. His battle pictures are awesome, his weapons are awesome, his suit is awesome, and he actually talks. 

That's awesome too! Mega's games are classic, even more-so than the many Legend of Zelda games, in my opinion. The challenge in them is almost insurmountable by any of the other games that were in the same time frame. The edge should go to Mega Man, easily, but it won't. Period. Even though Mega Man beat Snake by a slightly larger margin than expected, he squeaked by his counter-part Zero. To add insult to injury, Link completely dominated Crono, who had so much support and actually took Mario to hell and back in the match before. The matches belonged to Link, and we already know the elf's popularity to say that Link should and will win this match with barely effort at all.

<b>Cena’s Vote:</b> Mega Man

<b>Cena’s Prediction:</b> Link with 60% (I'm sure hoping that the Capcom fanboys come out in full force, but I'm doubting it)

